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REPORT OF PRESIDENT 
February 4, 1929 
Harry M. Wegeforth, M. D. 

Each year in the past I have made my report to you largely an 
enumeration of the concrete developments in the zoological garden and 
an outline for the immediate development of the future. This has not 
been because the building of the zoo was the only activity in which the 
zoological society was engaged, but because it was important that the 
expansion of the garden be our first consideration until it should reach 
that stage of its development that would ensure its continued growth. 
We have every rght to believe that such a time has now come and that 
nothing can halt this development. The advance may not be so rapid 
as in the years just past, but public sentiment in its favor is so strong, 
civic pride in its reptation is so great, and the present membership of 
the society is so stable that these three elements will ensure its future 
as an integral part of the community. 

The hope of any zoological society to promote the interests of nat¬ 
ural science is best attained by the establishment of a zoological ex¬ 
hibit, for nothing else so stimulates the interest of the general public as 
a creditable collection of living animals. It is also invaluable to schools, 
individual students, and scientific organizations other than zoological 
societies. The alliance of persons of common interest into groups gives 
strength to their work and force to their efforts which could never be 
attained as individuals. As individuals also it would be impossible for 
you to engage in many of the various activities that you have every 
right to demand that we as your representatives do seriously engage in 
to the best of our ability and in so far as we have the opportunity. It 
is for some of these things that you give the benefit of your support 
and patronage to the society. It is therefore of some of these activities 
which are being carried on in the name of the society that I wish to re¬ 
port tonight. 

First, in our efforts to advance the knowledge of natural science, we 
have, in collecting, housing, and caring for our exhibit, attempted to 
provide and arrange groups with as great accuracy as possible, giving 
them freedom to indulge in their natural habits of living, leaving them 
actually unrestrained in their captivity so that they may to the greatest 
degree convey to their observers the true picture of their wild live. 
Second, every opportunity is freely given to students and scientists as 
individuals or in groups to make use of the material we have to offer; 
they are furthermore urged to take advantage of such material. Con¬ 
sequently the schools of San Diego city and county are taking every 
advantage of this, and in addition classes are booked from the schools 
and colleges of the nearby districts. More than ten thousand students 
have thus been conducted through the garden since the reorganization 
of our educational work. 

The report of the head of the Research Department will give you 
full details of the accomplishments of that department of the society, 
and the practical use to which it is being put by the poultry men of the 
country. The proximity of that laboratory to an enormous collection of 
wild animals will not only be of great help to this and similar collec¬ 
tions, but will, we hope, be of assistance in preventing the epidemics of 
disease among wild animals which are probably responsible for the ex- 
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termination of many of the species. This research we feel confident 
will also result in information of great benefit to veterinary science as 
it relates to domesticated species. 

Publications are issued regularly by the Zoological Society and the 
ZOONOOZ has come to be a paper of much interest in the zoological 
world, not only in America, for many European zoos, universities and 
scientific societies are upon our mailing lists. There cannot, however, 
be a regular issue of scientific bulletins until the society can afford to 
keep collectors in the field the greater part of the time. Mr. Klauber 
has issued three bulletins upon the reptiles of this county, and the ad¬ 
dress of Dr. Kofoid explaining the use of the Zoological Hospital was 
also issued in bulletin form. It is very likely that some of the work of 
Dr. R. A. Whiting will be published, for the training and past experience 
of the doctor will enable him to prepare materials that he knows are of 
benefit to his profession. Contributions to many periodicals are being 
made and are becoming much in demand, and especially do other zoos 
and animal trainers come to this society for information upon the care 
of seals. 

Toward the conservation of wild life in every form much of our 
greatest effort has been made, and we have given every bit of impetus 
possible to the investigation now being made by the Fish and Game 
Commission of California and the Bureau of Animal Industry in their 
efforts to determine the amount of damage to the fisherman from the 
sea lion and other sea mammals, and the proper way to regulate the 
numbers of these animals so as to best preserve the balance of nature. 
We lend our influence toward the establishment of game preserves and 
the enactment and enforcement of game laws, the collection of migra¬ 
tory birds into enclosures where they may breed and increase their num¬ 
ber, for we are not neglecting any of these things in our zeal to pre¬ 
serve the sea animals which are now seriously threatened. In common 
with all other zoological societies our position is that the interests of 
science are best fostered by attempting to preserve the living specimen, 
no matter how rare, and if that attempt fails they may then be con¬ 
verted into museum specimens. In our work with the children every 
attempt is made to create an interest in and love for the living creature 
rather than a zeal for collecting specimens. 

Our interest in the preservation of species leads naturally to our en¬ 
deavors to discover new species and to throw light on those already 
known. Our most signal reward for this has been our discovery of the 
fur seal of the Guadalupe Islands. There is nothing which has attracted 
to this society the attention of scientists and statesmen that the appear¬ 
ance of these beautiful creatures in our garden has done. This discovery 
was not so much of an accident as it may appear, for having permits to 
secure sea mammals from the Mexican waters, systematic efforts have 
been made to keep all of the fishermen who are among our best friends, 
alert for anything unuspal in the appearance of any seal with which 
they come in contact. This lead was followed, as have been many such 
reports in the past. Rumors af albino seal, blue seal, elephant seal off 
Point Loma, and strange birds and animals, are being constantly re¬ 
ceived at the zoo. Many of these cannot be complete investigated ow¬ 
ing to our lack of funds, but they are all given earnest attention. Our 
work along this line is deemed so valuable by the Mexican officials and 
scientists that we have permits to keep such exhibits on hand in order 
to go on with our investigations. Plans are already being formed for 
an expedition to the Guadalupe Islands which it is hoped will throw 
light on the disease discovered among the northern elephant seal herd 
there. 

As a recognition of our efforts toward conversation and our success 
in keeping an unusual exhibit of seal, there is a distinct sentiment among 
the members of the State Park Commission that one of the proposed 
state parks should be developed in one of the southern estuaries where 
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an exhibit of all sea mammals could be collected and placed under the 
jurisdiction of the Zoological Society of San Diego. We have also had 
recently some suggestions from nonresidents of San Diego that the pre¬ 
sent society be enlarged into a state organization, for it would be a div¬ 
ision of interest to establish similar societies and exhibits other places 
when one has already attained such size and prestige as to be in real¬ 
ity a state interest rather than a local one. 

During the past year we have established, by trade, through publi¬ 
cations, and even more by personal contact, a closer relation with other 
zoos and. zoological societies. This results in an increasing demand for 
information as to our organization, its past and future development and 
to a ready market for all our surplus, especially that of our own raising. 

I cannot afford to omit altogether the report of our progress during 
the past year in the actual development of the garden. Handicapped 
as we were by the sudden cut in our city funds which came at a time 
when our budget, which had been carefully planned and faithfully fol¬ 
lowed, was more than half spent, we were forced to distribute as best 
we were able a deficit of $19,964.00 over the remaining half of the year, 
so we could carry out only a portion of the ambitious program with 
which we started the year. We finish cementing the ponds in the 
south end of the park, and built through that canyon a series of huge 
drains which will carry off all of the water without danger of washing; 
we cemented and terraced in natural contours the floor of the Flying 
Cage, protecting it suitably from any erosion as well as from rats. We 
completed the bird cage group which was in the course of construction at 
the first of the year. We built a roomy implement shed and hay bam 
and moved on the grounds three keepers’ houses for the men. We re¬ 
modeled the service yard of the small primate group and replaced much 
of that rigid wire by chainlink. We have nearly completed a beautiful 
pool for the elephants, funds for which were donated by one of our 
greatest benefactors. We have planted many trees and shrubs, most 
notable being the planting of 300 crimson bougainvillae around the Ele¬ 
phant Mesa. In addition to this, we have increased our collection by 
several hundred specimens and by more than $16,000.00 in value. This 
is not such a meager list of accomplishments under financial difficulty, 
when you consider that at the same time we have decreased our current 
indebtedness by several thousands of dollars. 

I now come to one of the objects of our organization which I ap¬ 
proach with more hesitancy than the others—the mutual benefits which 
may be derived by the members. These are not in any sense of the 
word to be construed as monetary benefits. It was organized in order 
that you might share in the pleasure of the exhibit, that you might feel 
the satisfaction of contributing to something which would be of the 
greatest benefit to the children of the community, and I am sure that 
those of you who have been members for so long and have seen the or¬ 
ganization grow and develop feel no disappointment in what your mem¬ 
bership has meant to the whole community. To those who find time to 
come to the garden often we do not have to dwell upon the benefits of 
membership, but to those who had hoped from this association to secure 
lectures, pictures, study classes and such benefits, we can only say that 
those things are only waiting the proper place in which to conduct them. 
We have on hand at the zoological garden a wealth of material collected 
with much care, discrimination and expense in anticipation of the return 
of our educational building which was intended for this work among 
children and adults. It was for this use that so much effort was made 
to interest Mrs. O’Rourke in the work that was already well under way* 
it was for this purpose that the officers and employees of the society 
went to such effort to plan and arrange the auditorium and class rooms 
to best take care of the work then being done and to be developed in the 
future. It was because they too had been interested through the man¬ 
agement of the zoo that others than Mrs. O’Rourke gave of their time 
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labor and material toward the reconstruction of the Nevada Building 
for the use of the Zoological Society in its junior zoo and the general 
educational work of the society. Only because the need of the space 
was so urgent did the Board of Directors of the Zoological Society ask 
and secure permission from the Board of Park Commissioners to move 
the building into territory already set aside for the exclusive use of the 
zoological society, and never would the consent of either of these bodies 
have been given to place it in its present location under any other pre¬ 
tense. The publications of the society you do receive regularly, and we 
hope that you are enjoying them, and finding interesting and useful in¬ 
formation in them. 

I wish to acknowledge with sincere appreciation the support that I 
have received as President of the Board of Directors of the Zoological 
Society from my fellow members of that body, and from the committees 
which have handled their work so efficiently and willingly. I want to 
thank the members of the society for their loyalty and attention to the 
affairs of the society during this year as in others past. To the public 
which has given its constant support, we owe much of our success. To 
the officers of the city and county I extend once more the thanks of the 
Zoological Society and its officers for the assistance they have given 
whenever the opportunity arose. 



McRae Cages 
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COMPARATIVE BALANCE STATEMENT 
From Auditor's Report 

Assets 


Current Assets: 

Cash and Drawing Accounts 
Accounts Receivable 

Total Current Assets 
Inventories: 

Lunch Room (Merchandise) 

Birds 

Reptiles 

Animals 

Total Inventories 
Fixed Assets: 

Buildings 

Cages, Permanent Improvemer 

Tools and Equipment 

Trucks and Equipment 

Ice Plant 

Roads and Trails 

Lunch Room Equipment 

Building Furniture 

Gate Equipment 

Pictures and Frames 

Junior Zoo Fur. and Fixtures 

Office Furniture and Fixtures 

Busses 

Aquarium 

Zoological Hosp. & Equipment 
Library 

Reserve for Depreciation 
Total Fixed Assets 
Australian Trip Investment 
Prepaid Insurance 
TOTAL ASSETS 

Liabilities and Net Worth 
Current Liabilities 

Accounts Payable 
Notes Payable at Bank 

Total Current Liabilities 
Net Worth 

TOTAL LIABILITIES and 
NET WORTH 


1926 

2,406.55 

3,154.84 


December 31 
1927 

4,143.52 

2,435.67 


1928 

7,201.48 

2,087.95 


972.72 

1,260.03 

1,055.25 

9,455.93 

15,489.76 

22,056.61 

2,063.42 

2,652.70 

2,952.60 

61,019.71 

65,830.58 

79,429.00 

73,511.78 

85,233.07 

105,493.46 

98,857.21 

98,917.61 

106,229.32 

lt 115,379.70 

129,699.50 

137,542.11 

1,495.00 

2,559.01 

3,189.71 

1,600.00 

1,600.10 

1,600.10 

2,000.00 

2,000.00 

2,000.00 

9,438.45 

9,917.53 

10,426.59 

3,181.12 

5,985.72 

6,076.45 

51.09 

51.09 

52.69 

306.34 

476.82 

548.07 

99.00 

99.00 

263.10 

332.00 

332.00 

332.00 

280.54 

605.07 

704.57 

3,083.23 

3,830.23 

3,830.23 

9,000.00 

9,000.00 

9,000.00 


47,472.75 

48,022.50 



33.15 

245,103.68 

312,546.43 

334,900.05 

31,217.61 

47,863.48 

57,417.14 

213,886.07 

264,482.95 

277,482.91 

2,089.53 





837.40 

295,048.77 

356,295.21 

393,103.20 

11,299.08 

5,468.82 

4,013.30 

4,160.00 

5,000.00 

2,600.00 

15,459.08 

10,468.82 

6,613.30 

279,589.69 

345,826.39 

386,489.90 


295,048.77 356,295.21 393,103.20 
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ANNUAL MEETING 

The twelfth annual meeting of the Zoological Society was held in 
the library of the Research Building and Hospital on the evening ox 
February 4th. Th attendance at this meeting was the largest ever 
recorded by the society, and it is hoped that the enthusiam of. this 
group will prove contagious, so that it will spread amoung their friends 

and fellow members. . , , 

However being unable to be present m person 239 members had 
sent their proxies giving Dr. Wedgeforth power to cast their votes. 

Reports from the officers and committees in control of the various 
apartments were received with much enthusiam and ordered published 
for the members of the society and the general public. 

Those present endorsed the acts of the Board and its committees 
during the past year and expressed themselves as heartily in accord 
with the amendments, to appear upon the ballot of Apnl 2nd. 

Members of the Board of Directors for the year of 1929 were elected 
unanimously as follows: Alda Ferrs, Gordon Gray, A. T. Mercier, r. C. 

Spalding, H. M. Wegeforth. . , . . 

At the close of the meeting two interesting reels of motion Pictures 
were shown by Dr. Wegeforth. These reels had been taken by Mr. 
Lewis of Spadra California, who was also responsible for the captions 
which were most interesting and clever. They showed the capture and 
p-ift bv Mr. Lewis of “Stranger” the Baby Northern Elephant seal and 
were completed by a highly amusing and comprehensive view of his 
present home and companions in the Zoological Garden. 

Preceding the meeting an inspection tour of the building was made 
as it was the first visit of many of those present to the hospital, ihe 
wide scope of the work and the possibilities for future expansion were 
matters of great surprise to those unfamiliar with the building. 

Those present were; C. W. Crandall, Joshua Bailey, Jr. Capt. Cronan, 
Gerlld MacMullen, F.’ C. Spalding Mrs. G. W. Frost D D Wray, 
Walter S. Jenkins, Bryant Howard, Mayor and Mrs. Clark, Paul S. 
Star, Dr. and Mrs. Whiting and daughters, Dr. H. M. Wegeforth. 

The reports of the officers and the Research Department are pub¬ 
lished in this issue. Reports of Committees will follow in later issues. 

REPORT OF TREASURER 
December 31, 1928 

Cash on Hand January 1, 1928 
Accounts Receivable 
Income for Year: 

City of San Diego 27,473.30 

County of San Diego 13,665.91 

Gate Receipts 36,750.03 

Memberships (net) L818.25 

Sale of Animals (net) 2,680.o3 

Lunch Room Receipts (net) 1,257 *oo 

Vending Machine (net) ^14.33 

Bus Income . Ac 

“Star of India” Admissions 1,960.25 

Miscellaneous Receipts, Donations 5,579.34 
Poultry Association 300.00 


4,143.52 

2,235.67 


Total Income 

TOTAL RESOURCES FOR YEAR 


94,426.87 


100,806.06 
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Expense for Year: 





Upkeep and Repairs 

5,785.13 




Animal Keepers 

13,602.40 




Insurance 

1,839.16 




Forage 

16,692.82 




Truck 

2,153.83 



* 

Heat Reptile House 

582.92 




General Expense 

343.16 




Animal Expense 

167.53 




Expeditions (collecting) 

1,724.07 



■ * 

Research Department 

8,307.20 




Bus Expense 

Aquarium 

1,587.59 

2,277.54 




90% Overhead 

9,217.42 



& 

Total Operating Expense 


64,280.77 



Capital Outlay: 





Tools and Equipment 

630.70 



9 > 

Buildings and Ground^ 

Cages, Permanent Improvements 

3,530.21 

6,842.61 




Roads and Trails 

509.06 




Lunch Room 

90.73 




Gate Equipment 

71.25 




Pictures 

164.10 




Office Fixtures 

99.50 




Construction Control 

5,049.46 



■ ► 

Hospital Building 

591.75 




Library 

33.15 




Prepaid Insurance 

837.40 




Total Capital Investment 


18,449.92 



Stock Investments: 





Birds 

1,379.40 




Reptiles 

300.00 




Animals 

1,251.02 



I 

Total Collection Expense 


2,930.42 



Reduction Accounts Payable 

1,455.52 




Reduction, Notes Payable 

2,400.00 




Total Reduction Liabilities 


5,855.52 



TOTAL EXPENDITURES 



91,516.63 


Unexpended Balance 



9,289.43 

■ 

Balance on Hand December 31, 1928 





Accounts Receivable 

Cash on Hand 

2,087.95 

210.10 




Cash in Bank 

3,009.14 




Balance in City Fund 

807.13 




Balance in County Fund 

3,175.11 



■ V 

Total 



9,289.43 1 
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REPORT OF SECRETARY 
December 31, 1929 

To the President, and Members of the Zoological Society of San Diego: 

Nine official meetings have been held by the Board of Directors of the 
Zoological Society during the past year. Three other meetings have 
been called at which a quorum was not present. Records of the trans¬ 
actions of these meetings have been kept as prescribed by our by-laws. 
One record which is worthy of note is that Mayor Harry Clark, Ex- 
officio member of the board, has been present at every one of these 
meetings, a remarkable record for the Executive of a city. 

In addition to the official records of the transactions of the meetings 
of the Board of Directors, records of the society have been kept which 
are of interest to you as members of the organization. 258,298 persons 
were admitted to the zoological garden during the past year. Of this 
number 21,330 signed the visitors register at the main entrance. This 
register was opened on the fourteenth of March. Of the total number 
of visits paid to the zoo 1634 were made by members of the zoological 
society. 

Thirty-nine new members have been added during the past year, al¬ 
though no organized effort to secure members has been made for two 
years. 

Our records show that the zoo is constantly growing as a medium 
for advertising the community throughout the world. In February the 
society joined a press clipping bureau. Since that time 152 clippings 
consisting of articles and pictures of the zoo have been received from 
this source alone. These clippings have come from nearly every state 
in the Union and from almost all of the leading newspapers. In addi¬ 
tion feature articles have appeared during the past year in Field and 
Stream, The American, Pictorial California, Literary Digest, Touring 
Topics and the Los Angeles Times Magazine. In addition to these con¬ 
tributions have been made by the staff to several other publications 
which are devoted entirely to zoological gardens, and scientific subjects. 

News reels have been taken in the zoological garden by Pathe News, 
Paramount, and Fox Movie-tone companies. The Warner Brothers used 
the zoological garden, its settings and exhibits for the animal scenes in 
the super-production of “Noah’s Ark” now showing at Grauman’s Chin¬ 
ese Theatre in Hollywood. 

REPORT RESEARCH DEPARTMENT 

President H. M. Wegeforth, and members of the 
San Diego Zoological Society. 

Dear Sir: 

I take pleasure in presenting to you a report of the Zoo¬ 
logical Research activities for the past fiscal year. 

The greater part of the time of the staff has been devoted 
to pathology. 

We are endeavoring to carry out a systematic autopsy of 
each animal based upon the system of Dr. Fox of the Phila¬ 
delphia Society. This is being followed in many cases by a 
microscopic study of sections. We have made considerable 
progress in controlling the Kangaroo disease. 

Being new to the institution I am not in a position at this 
time to state the future needs of the institution. So far we 
have met emergencies as they arose but I hope to soon be able 
to anticipate our needs. 

Respectfully yours, 

R. A. WHITING 

Director Research. 
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REPORT ON AUTOPSIES 

January 1, 1928-December 31, 1928 

Total animals examined, 543. Total REPTILIA, 354. 

Total MAMMALIA, 60. Total AMPHIBIA, 3. 

Total AVES, 124. Total PISCES, 2. 

POULTRY DISEASE DIAGNOSES 

The following report of the San Diego Zoological Research Labora¬ 
tories in cooperation with the San Diego Poultry Association pertains 
to the diagnoses of poultry disease made at the laboratories during the 
last quarter of 1928. 

From October 1st to December 31st, a total of 98 live and dead spe¬ 
cimens of chickens were examined. These chickens came from 45 
flocks. No other species of poultry were examined during this period. 

The following table shows the results of these examinations. The 
kind of disease found, the number of flocks involved, and the number of 
specimens examined are arranged in the order of greatest frequency. 
Some specimens showed more than one disease. 

DISEASE OR CONDITION Number of Flocks Number of Specimens 


Infectious Paralysis 
Colds, Roup, Pox 
Malignant Tumors 
Tape Worms 

Bacillary White Diarrhea 
Chronic Cocoidiosis 
Acute Cocciaiosos 
Infectious Bronchitis 
Malnutrition 
Ruptured Yolks 
Chicken Cholera 
Fowl Typhoid 
Black Head 
Dupluming Mites 
Nutritional Roup 
Arthritis 

Hemorrhage Liver 
Egg Concrements 
Exhaustion (soft shell egg) 
Feather Impaction gizzard 



Common round worms of the intestine have been found in several 
spec:mens, however, these were not numerous and in only one case could 
one be justified in considering them as a cause of malnutrition in the 
flock. 


Perhaps the greatest significance to poultrymen in this vicinity at 
least is the prevalence of paralysis, b"ciliary white diarrhoea, bronchitis, 
coccidiosis and the roup-pox complex. All of these infectious diseases 
have caused serious losses in this country. 

Confirmation regarding the transmission of par:lysis and bacillary 
white diarrhoea from the hen to the chick through the egg has been 
firmly established. Attempts to control these diseases therefore will 
depend upon the exclusion of such hens as breeders. Bronchitis, coc¬ 
cidiosis and roup-pox may be controlled by strict sanit tion. Reports 
from flocks that were vaccinated against roup-pox with the new vac¬ 
cine show very favorable results in flecks that were healthy at the time 
of vaccination. In flocks that were sick at the time of vaccination the 
results were not satisfactory and in a few cases were disastrous; In 
controlled healthy flocks the incidence and mortality of roup-pox was 
decidedly greater in the control or unvaccinated birds. 

Director Zoological Research Laboratories. 
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PROPOSITION NUMBER THREE 

At the general election on April 2nd, there will appear upon the 
ballot an amendment regulating the amount of tax money to be set aside 
for the maintenance of the zoological exhibit in Balboa Park. This 
amendment makes part of the charter the two cent allowance which is 
now being appropriated for the zoological garden by the city council 
with the consent and advise of the Board of Park Commissioners, and 
is being sponsored by the Zoological Society of San Diego. It appears 
upon the ballot with the full knowledge and consent of the Board of 
Park Commissioners. 

At the time when the appropriation for Park purposes was increased 
to the sixteen cent limit it was agreed by those concerned that two cents 
of that amount should be set aside for the use of the zoological garden, 
but due to an error in printing it went into the charter amendment 
adopted at that time as one cent. Realizing the true facts, and know¬ 
ing the full value of the zoo as an asset to the city the full two cents 
has ben allowed by each city council since that time. But in order to 
insure the full amount and prevent any possibility of an antagonistic- 
city administration having power to injure the garden financially by 
refusing to allow the two cents, it is considered advisable to correct by 
amendment the former error. This amendment passed with l°rge 
majority at the general election in 1927, but was lost in the legislature 
because in common with four other amendments passed at that time 
it had not been advertised for a sufficient number of days. 

This amendment does not remove the control of this money from 
the Park Board office, except that it provides for what purposes it shall 
be spent as is provided for all city funds. It does not cut into the 
amount now being received for Park purposes by the Board of Park 
Commissioners, nor does it add one iota of taxation to the amount al¬ 
ready provided for. It does on the other hand establish the nucleus of an 
assured yearly income upon which to base the financial administration 
of a growing project. It provides constitutionally that the garden will 
receive a growing fund which shall not be any additional burden upon 
the taxpayers, but will increase with the natural growth of the com¬ 
munity, thus keeping pace with a constantly growing exhibit. The 
amount received from city tax money is approximately one third of the 
operating cost of the zoo, but forms a splendid basis for budget control 
of the finances. 

Take the future income of the zoo out of politics, by voting YES on 
Proposition Number 3 on April 2nd., 1929. 


Bondo and Dinah 







